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Delivering Bundles of Joy to Local Moms 
 

 

With its mission to support those in 

need, the IODE City of Lakes Chapter 

hopes that no baby born into our 

community will go without the basic 

necessities. 

To help make this a reality, we supply 

bags of baby items, called layettes, to 

the social worker in the maternity 

department of the Health Sciences 

North hospital in Sudbury. 

Each layette contains a quilt made by 

one of our members, a shawl, a 

towel, baby wash and shampoo, baby 

lotion, a soother, a brush and comb, 

several onesies, several sleepers, at 

least two outfits, a hat, socks, a 

sweater, seasonal items like a 

snowsuit, a toy, a rattle, and a book 

to encourage new mothers to read to 

their children early in life. 

The program is supported in part by 

our fund raising efforts, but this year 

we also held a "Baby Layette 

Challenge" to get our entire chapter 

involved. Members were asked to 

compile the most creative gift bag of 

baby items possible without spending 

more than $20 dollars. 

The result was outstanding. We 

handmade items; bought things on 

sale or gently used; and collected 

donations from friends and family.  

At the April meeting, each member 

was blindly assigned a bag to present 

to the group. Members voted on their 

favorite bag and the winners received 

small prizes. We all walked away 

feeling like winners after seeing the 

great contribution our efforts would 

make to our Layette program. 

Members were left with the 

challenge to start collecting items 

ready for next year's bags now!  
 

Continued on next page 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A mountain of baby items collected as part of the 
Layette Challenge 
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Tour of Homes 
+ 

Holly & Ivy Tour 
 

November 13, 2016 

 
In celebration of two Chapters merging,  

this year’s tour has been blended.  
 

Take in fabulous homes of distinction & 
homes beautifully decorated for Christmas, 

plus a delicious tea & bake sale,  
all in one tour!  
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The IODE believes in improving the lives of others when we 

can, and our Fresh Start Buckets and Hospital Toiletry Kits are 

two ways that we help the people in our community.  

Fresh Start Buckets are given to women leaving the YWCA 

Genevra House and moving into their own homes. Buckets 

contain everything they need to have a clean, fresh start, 

including: a mop, sponges, paper towel and various other 

cleaning supplies. 

Hospital Toiletry Kits are  

provided to the Health  

Sciences North Emergency  

Room for people who arrive  

without any personal items.  

The kits contain a  

toothbrush, toothpaste,  

soap, shampoo, conditioner, 

deodorant, lotion, Kleenex,  

and a comb, as well as a   

sanitary pad for women or  

a razor and shaving cream for men. 

. 

 

 

 

This month, the IODE City of Lakes Chapter is hosting 

an indoor garage sale with a community twist at the 

Parkside Centre. Attendees can shop for great finds 

at the yard sale, while connecting with charitable 

groups in their community.  

Stationed along the yard sale aisles will be groups like 

the Huntington Society, Réseau  Access Network, 

Sudbury Rising Stars, Lifeline Sudbury, Wild at Heart 

Animal Refuge, Habitat for Humanity, Terry Ames 

Care Fund and L’Arche, to name but a few.   

There will be opportunities to support participating 

groups as well. Attendees can purchase butterflies for 

release at the upcoming Maison Vale Hospice event, 

or get their face painted to support the Girl Guides 

trip to Alberta. We will also be collecting 

spring/summer women’s clothes for the Sudbury 

Women’s Centre’s My Sister’s Closet, and travel size 

toiletries for kits assembled by the CFUW and IODE.   

All proceeds from the used book sale will be shared 

with the Samaritan Centre and Sudbury Action Centre 

for Youth. Plus, extra bonuses include a story tent for 

kids, as well as book readings, signings and selling by 

local authors like Sudbury Poet Laureate Kim Fahner, 

Paulette Dahl, and Charlie Smith. 

The suggested donation of $2 for admission will go 

directly to one of five participating partner 

organization: Alzheimer’s Soceity, Dystonia Support 

Group, Maison Vale Hospice, N’Swakamok Native 

Friendship Centre, or Sudbury Women’s Centre.  The 

organization that raises the largest amount at the 

door will also receive a $500 donation from the IODE.  

All remaining proceeds from the yard sale go to 

support IODE initiatives in Greater Sudbury like Fresh 

Start Buckets for Genevra House, back packs for Foyer 

Notre Dame House and bursaries to local secondary 

and post-secondary students.  

We are passionate about Neighbours Helping 

Neighbours because it’s more than fund-raising; it’s 

community building.  

Neighbours Helping Neighbours 

IODE member Anadel Hastie with a trunk full of layettes 

Anadel Hastie, the leader of the Baby Layette program, recently 

received a wonderful account of how happy one layette had 

made a new mother. The mom was from Fort McMurray and had 

been evacuated because of the forest fire. Unfortunately, she 

didn’t have time to collect everything she needed for her new 

baby. We were happy to learn that not only were we helping our 

own local babies, but another very deserving baby from Alberta 

as well. It’s clear that good deeds have no limits. 

Freshen Up with the IODE 
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Supporting Literacy & Education in Sudbury Great Summertime Reading for Youth 

Education and literacy are very important to our Chapter. 
One of the ways we support local students is through 
scholastic awards and bursaries. Many of our awards are 
made in memory of past members, including: 

 Two awards in the amount of $500 granted to 
graduating high school students in memory of 
Marjorie McIvor and Shirley O’Neil 

 Two awards in memory of Susan Maclachlan — 
$750 to a student at Cambrian College and $1,000 
to a student at Laurentian University 

 The Deeda Cook Award of $500 granted to a high 
school student for service to the community 

Other awards and bursaries granted by our Chapter 
include two bursaries for students studying Nursing and 
Criminal Justice at Cambrian College; a most improved 
student award for a student at Adamsdale Public School, 
and an award for a primary school student given at our 
local Heritage Fair. 

The Chapter also supports the Sudbury Public Library with 
funds to purchase books; and supports literacy at 
Adamsdale Public School by offering one-on-one reading 
support to a group of students in need, and helping them 
to build a comprehensive library that includes the Violet 
Downey Book Award-winner each year. 

The National Chapter of Canada IODE Violet Downey Book 
Award is a $5,000 prize given annually to a Canadian 
author for the best English language book (preferably 
with Canadian content) suitable for children under 14.  

The 2016 winner is Kevin Sands, author of  
The Blackthorn Key, a 
story about a fourteen-
year-old apothecary 
named Christopher. “This 
stunning and smart 
mystery is made even 
better by well-researched 
historical detail, intriguing 
characters and genuinely 
funny moments.” The 
book is suitable for 
children ages 10 to 14. 

All the Award finalists, 
along with The Blackthorn 
Key, would make great 

reads for young Canadians this summer! The four other 
Canadian authors short-listed for this Award were: 

 Speechless, written by Jennifer Mook-Sang 

 Avis Dolphin, written by Freida Wishinsky and 
illustrated by Willow Dawson 

 The Dogs, written by Allan Stratton 

 Uncertain Soldier, written by Karen Bass 

 

A Little Pampering Goes a Long Way 

We tried something new for our March Meeting and 
partnered with Erinn Kosmerly of Pampered Chef®, a 
company that sells high quality kitchenware products.  
Members were invited to use the products to make two 
simple yet delicious recipes, and purchase the items we 
liked best. 

Fifteen percent of the sales, totaling $278, were donated 
back to our chapter and used towards covering the cost 
of sending one adult to the Alzheimer Day Program 
weekly for a year. 

Pampered Chef® has a tradition of giving, and a 
commitment to enhancing the quality of family life, which 
mirror the mission of IODE “to enhance the quality of life 
of individuals.” 

 

 

 
Every year, two members of our Chapter have the 
opportunity to attend the National Annual Meeting 
(NAM). Nearly 60 IODE members from across the country 
gathered at this year’s meeting in Toronto to learn about 
the successes of 2015 and to share best practices.  

IODE City of Lakes Chapter was awarded the "Pulitzer 
Prize" Spirit Award for both the quality and detail of our 
annual report. Our efforts to partner with other 
organizations were applauded as a means to promote the 
good works of IODE.  

It is clear to see that working together with both IODE 
Canada and IODE Ontario will only continue to strengthen 
IODE City of Lakes as a primary chapter. Next year's NAM 
will be held in Vancouver, BC.  

City of Lakes Receives “Pulitzer Prize” Spirit Award 
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Honouring the Past & Looking to the Future 
 

Last year, two local IODE Chapters – Elizabeth Fry and 

Alexander Ramsey – merged into one and renamed 

themselves the IODE City of Lakes Chapter. Each brought 

great memories, achievements and traditions with them, 

and this has been a year of building new friendships, 

blending the best of each group, and building a chapter 

that will stand the test of time. 

In April, we celebrated our new chapter with a visit from 

Anne Mason, Renate Schuetz and Shirley Ann Elms from 

IODE Canada and IODE Ontario. All members present 

signed our Chapter Charter, including Sylvia Zinn our 

longest standing member of 52 years, and her 

granddaughter our Chapter VP, Britt Bonhomme. 

In June, we also celebrated Cynthia Booth for 10 years of 

membership, and welcomed five new members into our 

chapter. The IODE is a wonderful organization that brings 

together woman of all ages to help the people in our 

community. If you would like to learn more, contact 

Heather Hare at 705-523-2855 or hare@eastlink.ca. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July & August  
Enjoy the summer with no IODE Chapter Meetings  
Planning for the House Tour will continue  

September 12, 2016 

Churchill Public School at 7:00 pm 

A business meeting to start off the Fall, Guest speaker TBA 

About the IODE City of Lakes Chapter 

Founded in 1900, IODE is a national women’s 
charitable organization dedicated to enhancing the 
quality of life for individuals through education 
support, community service and citizenship 
programs.  

The IODE City of Lakes Chapter has more than 40 
members of all ages who are committed to this 
mission in the City of Greater Sudbury.   

If IODE sounds familiar to you, it may be that you 
have joined one of our many annual house tours 
that will continue this year in November. 

Through our fundraising efforts, we support 
fantastic groups operating in our community like 
Better Beginnings Better Futures, Foyer Notre 
Dame, Meals on Wheels and L’Arche. 

We also provide care packages in a variety of forms 
to people in need in our community. 

The Chapter meets once a month and there is 
something for everyone to do, regardless of how 
much or how little time you have to get involved. 

 

Upcoming IODE Meetings  

 

 

Heather Hare, President  
(705) 523-2855, hare@eastlink.ca  
 

Britt Bonhomme, Vice President  

(705) 626-9193, brittbonhomme@gmail.com  
 

Louise Visneskie, 2nd Vice President  
(705) 479-1185, louise.visneskie@gmail.com  
 

Mary Lou Trowel, Recording Secretary  
(705) 670- 8281, mltrowell@gmail.com  
 

Diana Dean, Corresponding Secretary  
(705) 522-1517, d_dean3@sympatico.ca  
 

Mary Guy, Treasurer  
(705) 524-0606, maryguy@personainternet.com 
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